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thinking the Government was likely to intervenes
made his allusion to the South as a nation.
Meanwhile the Emperor of the French was con-
sidering a proposal to England and Russia to join
with him in mediation between the American bel-
ligerents. On October 28, 1862, Napoleon III.
gave audience to the Confederate envoy at Paris,
discussed the Southern cause in the most friendly
manner, questioned him upon the Maryland cam-
paign, plainly indicated his purpose to attempt
intervention, and at parting cordial!* shook hands
with him. Within a few days the Emperor made
good his implied promise.
The month of November, 1862, is one of the
turning-points in American foreign relations. Both
Russia and England rejected France's proposal.
The motive usually assigned to the Emperor
Alexander is his hatred of everything associated
with slavery. His own most famous action was
the liberation of the Russian serfs. The motives
of the British ministry, however, appear more
problematical.
Mr. Rhodes thinks he can discern evidence that
Adams communicated indirectly to Palmerston
the contents of a dispatch from Seward which
indicated that the United States would accept